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ART WORDS: CREATIVE WRITING BASED ON ART DISCUSSION S 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Objective: to improve students’ oral and written communication skills by engaging 
them in the following activities: 

�� focused observation of an artwork; 
�� critical thinking in regards to the subject of an artwork; 
�� imaginative interpretation of the subject of an artwork; 
�� verbalization of feelings and thoughts about an artwork; 
�� using expanded vocabulary; 
�� practicing correct grammar and spelling. 

 
Procedure: 

1. Classroom visit.  The program starts with a PowerPoint presentation at the school 
provided by a museum curator or docent, during which students are engaged in an 
interpretation of a work of art and practice story-writing techniques, such as identifying 
and describing the characters, the place and time of the main event in the story, the 
sequence of events, etc. 

2. Museum visit.  During the museum visit students are presented with a number (six to 
eight) of original artworks and each student chooses one of them.  Working in small 
groups according to their selection, students discuss the work and practice story-writing 
techniques in the same way they did in the classroom.  The discussion in each group is 
facilitated by a docent, a teacher or a parent. The visit concludes with each group 
presenting an outline of their story to the whole class.   

3. Post-visit assignment.  Each student writes an individual story based on the chosen 
artwork. 

 
Art:   Prints, paintings and sculptures have been selected for this program from Cranbrook Art 
Museum’s permanent collection and outdoor sculpture, including works by such artists as Zoltan 
Sepeshy, Rockwell Kent, Romare Bearden, Carl Milles and Marshall Fredericks.   
 
Recommended for grades 2-12.  For young students, a writing assignment may be substituted 
with story-telling.  A preview of the program is available on a CD-ROM. 
 
Michigan Content Standards and Bechmarks Alignment: ELA.2.HS.1,3,4; ELA.3.HS.3-6; 
ELA.11.HS.1-4; AE.3.HS.1-5.  
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